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APRIL 24, 1972
TO: AMBASSADOR ELLSWORTH BUNKER
FROM: HENRY A, KISSINGER .

BEF: SAIGON 074

le THANK YOU FOR YCUR EARLIER REPORTS OF YOUR COVV"PSATIO“Q YITH
FRESIDENT TPIEU (SAIGON 2072, 8273)

2. ITH .‘”fESPE.'CT TO REFERENCE MESSAGE, AMBASSADOR PORTER HAS
EEEN INSTRUCTED TO XEEP AMBASSADOR LAM INFORMED IN ACCCRDANCE
WITH GVN WISHES, HOWEVER, AMBASSADOR PORTER WILL NOT RECEIVE
THIS INFORMATION UNTIL OPENING OF BUSINESS PARIS TIME,
TUESDAY, APRIL 25 (APPROXIMATELY 1508 SAIGON TIME.)

.-3. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF STATEMENT WHICH WILL BE MADE AT NOON,

WASHINGTON TIME, TUESDAY, APRIL 25 CONCERNING MY TRIP:
BEGIN TEXT ' o
BETWEEN APRIL 20 AND APRIL 24, DR, HENRY A. XISSINGER,

ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS,
WaS IN HOSCOW TO CONFER WITH THE GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE

' CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE CPSU BREZHNEV AND FOREIGN MINISTER

GROMYKO. THE DISCUSSIONS DEALT WITH IMPORTANT INTERNATIONAL
PROBLEMS AS WELL AS WITH BILATERAL MATTERS PREPARATORY TO
THE TALKS BETWEEN PRESIDENT NIXON AND SCVIET LEADERS IN MAY.

END TEXT
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4, IT 18 FSSENTIAL THAT THE GVN MAKE NO PUBLIC STATEMENTS
ASOUT MY TRIP TO MCSCOW SINCE THIS COULD BLOW THE WHOLE THING.
Yoy WILL NOTE FROM THE FOREGOING TEXT THAT SOVIETS WOULD NOT
AGREFE TO SPECIFIC MENTION OF VIETNAM. THEREFORE IT 15
FSSENTIAL THAT GVN MAKE NO COMMENT ABOUT MY VISIT TO MOSCOW
AND FSPECIALLY THAT THEY MAKE NO REFERENCE TO THE FACT THAT
VIETNAM WAS DISCUSSED. WE WILL SUBTLY TAKE CARE OF THAT HERE.
THE TEXT BY ITSELF INFERS THAT VIETNAM WAS DISCUSSED AND NEEDS
NO FURTHER ELABORATION. THIS IS A MOST IMPORTANT ISSUE IN
WHICH THE GVN'S COOPERATION IS CRUCIAL. IT 1S, OF COURSE,
EQUALLY IMPORTANT THAT NO REFERENCE BE MADE TO MY MOSCOY
VISIT BY LAM OR PORTER WHEN THEY ARE QUESTIONED ABOUT CUR
RETURN TO THE PLENARY SESSION ON APRIL 27, AND PORTER HAS
REEN S0 INSTRUCTED. PLEASE USE YOUR STRONGEST INFLUENCE T0
FNSURE THAT NO REFERENCE IS MADE TO MY MOSCOW MEETING AND
FaprCIALLY TO THE FACT THAT VIETNAM WAS DISCUSSED AT THE

MEET ING, YOU MAY ASSURE THIEU THAT MATTER WILL BE HANDLED
FERE IN A WAY CONSISTENT WITH UNDLRSTANDABLE SOVIET o
ceNSITIVITY. YOU MAY ALSO INFORM THIEU THAT HANOI HAS

AGREED TO MEET SECRETLY ON MAY 2 wITH STRONG URGING FROM
SOVIETS. IT IS ALSO SIGNIFICANT THAT KATUSHEV THE

CENTRAL COMMITTEE SECRETARY IS DUE TO ARRIVE IN HANOI FROM

_ MOSCOW ON APRIL 24. B ' : ' ,

WARM REGARDS.

) Fu--,.{g L . F R
o :
.
. .

P ' No Objection to Declassification in Full 2012/10/03 : LOC-HAK-490-5-19-§



